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Senate
Record of Committee Proceedings

Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Senate Bill 166

Relating to: issuance of certain hunting approvals to certain members of the U.S.
armed forces. A

By Senators Decker, Breske, Miller, Wirch, Kedzie, Schultz, Plale, Leibham,
Grothman, Roessler, Darling, Erpenbach, Lassa and Sullivan; cosponsored by
Representatives Nerison, Gunderson, J. Ott, Hraychuck, Bies, M. Williams, Mursau,
Gundrum, Petrowski, Albers, Friske, Gronemus, Hahn, Jeskewitz, Kerkman, Meyer,
Musser, A. Ott, Pridemore, Sheridan, Suder, Townsend and Vos.

April 25, 2007 Referred to Committee on Environment and Natural Resources.
May 23, 2007 PUBLIC HEARING HELD

Present:  (5) Senators Miller, Jauch, Wirch, Kedzie and

, Schultz.

Absent: (0)  None.

Appearances For
e Penny Kanable, Madison — DNR

Appearances Against
e None.

Appearances for Information Only
e None,

Registrations For

e Lee Nerison, Westby — Representative, Wisconsin State
Assembly

Russ Decker, Weston — Senator, Wisconsin State Senate
Larry Olson, Madison — Department of Military Affairs
George Meyer, Madison — Wisconsin Wildlife Federation
Kasey Kolberg, Madison — Wisconsin Bearhunters
Association

Mike "Gunner" Furgal, Monroe — Veterans of Foreign Wars
Tom Thoresen, Madison — Wisconsin League of Conservation
Voters

e Anne Sayers, Madison — Wisconsin League of Conservation
Voters




May 29, 2007

Registrations Against
e None.

Registrations for Information Only
¢ None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD

Present: (5) Senators Miller, Jauch, Wirch, Kedzie and
Schultz.
Absent:  (0)  None.

Moved by Senator Kedzie, seconded by Senator J auch that Senate
Bill 166 be recommended for passage.

Ayes: (5) Senators Miller, Jauch, Wirch, Kedzie and
Schultz,
Noes: (0) None.

PASSAGE RECOMMENDED, Ayes 5, Noes 0
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'LEE NERISON

Capitol:

Post Office Box 8953
Madison, W! 53708-8953
(608) 266-3534
Toll-Free: (888) 534-0096
Fax: (608) 282-3696

Rep.Nerison@legis.wi.gov

District:
S3035 CTH B
Westby, Wi 54667

(608) 634-4562

Remarks of Representative Lee Nerison
on Assembly Bill 131
Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources
May 23,2007

Good afternoon Chairman Miller and committee members. Thank
you for holding a public hearing today on Assembly Bill 131.

I authored this bill because legislative offices have gotten requests in
the past from constituents who find themselves home on leave during
a hunting season and want to go out hunting with their families.
Since license or permit drawings are established in statute, the
Départment of Natural Resources can’t really accommodate the

hunter once the application deadline has passed and the drawings
have been held.

Assembly Bill 131 allows active duty military personnel home on
furlough or leave to obtain hunting licenses or permits if they missed
an application deadline. To qualify, personnel must be in active
service outside of Wisconsin and their furlough or leave within
Wisconsin must coincide with turkey, deer, or goose hunting seasons.

These days, a quick trip back from overseas service isn’t the kind of
thing you can anticipate months ahead or that you can even guess
might happen. This bill provides flexibility to the DNR to be able to
accommodate hunters.

Our service men and women deserve the chance to enjboy an
important Wisconsin tradition with their families. This bill is a small
way to thank them for the large sacrifices they make for us every day.

I hope you will join the Department of Natural Resources, the
Wisconsin Conservation Congress, the Wisconsin League of
Conservation Voters, the Wisconsin Bear Hunters Association, and
the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation in supporting Assembly Bill 131.

th

This bill also passed the State Assembly unanimously on April 24",

Thank you for your time and consideration.






State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
' 101 S. Webster St.

Jim Doyle, Governor

Box 7921
Scott Hassett, Secretary Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7921
WISCONSIN Telephone 608-266-2621

DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES ‘ : : FAX 608-267-3579
; : TTY 608-267-6897

Department of Natural Resources Te‘stimonv — Senate Bill 166 / AB131
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wm, Wednesday, May 23, 2007, 10:00 AM, 400 Southeast, State Capitol

Penny Kanable, Registration & Permitting Section
Bureau of Customer Service & Licensing, WDNR

Subject: Senate Bill 166 - AB 131 — Resident Hunting Permits for
certain members of the armed forces

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 166 / AB 131,

which would allow certain members of the armed forces to obtain

licenses, permits and tags for turkey, Canada goose and deer hunting.

Today I am testifying on behalf of the Department of Natural Resources
'in support of Senate B111 166 / QB 131\

This bill Would allow a resident member of the armed forces who is in
active service on furlough or leave to obtain a license, permit or tag at
any time. These permits are normally issued through the preference
drawing. No other deadlines or restrictions would be imposed as long
as the customer requests the approval prior to or during the open
season. Current law does not allow these service personnel to obtain a

permit until they have submitted an application prior to the estabhshed
deadline.

The department is prepared to implement this bill by the proposed
effective date. We believe it honors those men and women serving our
country who are also outdoor enthusiasts.

Again, I thank you for providing me with the opportunity to testify on
this bill today I would be happy to offer any addltlonal information or
answer any questions.

www.dnr.state.wi.us Quality Natural Resources Management _ @ :
‘www.wisconsin.gov . - Through Excellent Customer Service Printed on

Recycled
Paver
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Support SB 119: Controlling Great Lakes Invasive Species

The Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters urges you to suppoft SB 119, which will be before the
Senate Committee on the Environment and Natural Resources on Wednesday.

Invasive species have the ability to change aquatic systems and the plants and animals that live in them
by shading out native plant species or by consuming plants and animals that fish rely on for food. There
are currently 164 aquatic nuisance species in the Great Lakes. Ballast water from ocean-liners are mostly
responsible for the introduction of new species, which is occurring every eight months on average.

SB 119 will help to stop ocean-going vessels from discharging ballast water polluted with harmful
biological contaminants in the Great Lakes. Michigan has already passed similar legislation and other
Great Lakes states are likely to follow suit. Wisconsin should be one of them.

Support AB 130: Granting Resident Hunting Licenses to Members of the

- Wisconsin National Guard
The Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters urges you to support AB 130, which will be before the
Senate Committee on the Environment and Natural Resources on Wednesday.

AB 130 allows the DNR to issue resident hunting licenses to members of the Wisconsin National Guard
who are residents of other states. Often times, these Guard members spend extensive time in Wisconsin.
Allowing any person enrolled in a Wisconsin National Guard unit to purchase resident hunting licenses is
an appropriate way to honor their service and to pass on Wisconsin’s proud hunting traditions.

1sconstheégue&o onservation Votersurges you to support AB 13 1, which will be before the
Senate Comumittee on the Environment and Natural Resources on Wednesday.

AB 131 makes it easier for Wisconsin members of the armed forces to enjoy Wisconsin’s hunting
traditions by allowing the DNR to issue wild turkey hunting licenses, Canada goose hunting permits, and
hunter’s choice and other special deer hunting permits to Wisconsinites who are in active service in the
U.S. armed forces outside the state but who are on furlough or leave within the state.

Conservation NOW announces to Legislators and other stakeholders the pro-conservation positions on issues
before the Senate and/or Assembly in the week ahead. Some of these policies are the priorities of the
conservation community and can be found on the Conservation Priorities Agenda which was delivered to
legislative offices on February 21, 2007. All of these issues will be tracked on the Conservation Vote Tracker
(hitp://www.conservationvoters.org). Many of the issues in Conservation NOW will be scored on the
Conservation Scorecard to be released in the summer of 2008. Conservation NOW is produced and
distributed by the Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters. Please contact Anne Sayers at
anne@conservationvoters.org if you have any questions.

Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters
306 E. Wilson St., #2E
Madison, WI 53703
(608) 661-0845
fax (608) 260-9799

Anne N. Sayers, Program Director
Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters
306 E. Wilson St, #2E, Madison, W1 53703
Office: 608.661.0845 | Fax: 608.260.9799

5/23/2007






SB 166 (Reg Session)
AB 131 (REG Session)

Nickname Veterans' Hunting Permits Asm Author: nerison ~ Sen Author: decker

Bill Description AB131 would allow a resident member of the armed forces who is in active service on furlough or leave to obtain a license, permit
and tags for turkey, Canada goose & deer hunting.

Committee vote: 13to 0 (Rep. Steinbrink absent) on 4/11/07

Assembly vote: Passage 96 to 0 on 4/24/07

Supporting Arguments Rep. Nerison: Currently, permits or licenses to hunt turkey, deer, & geese are issued through drawings held months in
advance of the hunting seasons. As the law stands now, a person can't get a permit or license to hunt these species

Opposing Arguments

once the application deadline has passed & the drawings have been held.

In the past, legislative offices have gotten. requests from constituents who find themselves home on leave during a

hunting season & want to go out hunting with their family. However, since these permit drawings are established
statute, DNR can't accommodate the hunter. ’

in

These days, a quick trip back from overseas service isn't the kind of thing you can anticipate months ahead or that you

can even guess might happen. This bill provides flexiblity to the DNR to be able to accommodate hunters.

AB131 gives our service men and women the chance to enjoy an important Wisconsin tradition with their families & itis a

way to thank them for the sacrifices they make for us every day.

Department of Natural Resources: This bill would allow a resident member of the armed forces who is in active service

on furlough or leave to obtain a license, permit or tag at any time. These permits are normally issued through the

preference drawing. No other deadlines or restrictions would be imposed as long as the customer requests the approval
prior to or during the open season. Current law does not allow these services personnel to obtain a permit until they have

submitted an application prior to the established deadline.
We believe the bill honors those men and women serving our country who are also outdoor enthusiasts.

Organizations in Support of AB131:
W1 Wildlife Federation

WI Conservation Congress

WI Bear Hunters Association

None that we know of at this time.

Important Amendments

Governor's Public Position None .

Vocal Legislative Support:

Issues ‘ : Interest Groups

Date

AB 131 .
Nickname ACTION QUESTION

4/24/2007

Read a third time and passed, Ayes 96, Noes 0 | | PASSAGE

Wednesday, May 16, 2007
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